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ATTACHMENT TO APRIL  2004 LETTER TO CLARK GREEN
COMPREHENSIVE STATE PURCHASING

RECOMMENDATION

The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Process Stakeholders recommend requiring all future State purchases of office equipment, appliances, lighting and vehicles to meet the highest energy-efficiency standards available while meeting performance requirements. This measure would include requiring all products purchased to be “Energy Star” rated (http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?fuseaction=find_a_product), when available, and to adopt Federal Energy Management Program “recommended” practices (http://www.eere.energy.gov/femp/technologies/eeproducts.cfm and click on "Energy Efficiency Recommendations"). This measure should be integrated into strengthened purchasing procedures being developed through the Fiscal Fitness process, so that it is implemented seamlessly.

We also recommend that the State evaluate broader environmentally and economically preferable purchasing. Specifically, the State should consider the policy that all procurement agents use the federally established Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines or CPG (http://www.epa.gov/epaoswer/non-hw/procure and click on "Product Fact Sheets"), published annually by EPA in the Recommended Materials Advisory Notice (RMAN) when creating specifications for product procurement. 
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April 14, 2004


Clark Green, Deputy Chief of Staff


Office of the Governor


State House


 Providence, RI 02903-1196





Dear Mr. Green:





The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Process stakeholders have reviewed over fifty steps that the State can take to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and reap related economic and environmental benefits. One of these steps is to institute environmentally preferable State purchasing. Environmentally preferable purchasing (EPP) is the purchase of “products and services [that] have a lesser or reduced effect on human health and the environment when compared to other products and services that serve the same purpose.”�





In our December 4, 2003, letter to Governor Carcieri, we addressed the energy-related aspects of EPP, stating that:


We recommend requiring all future state purchases of office equipment, appliances, lighting and vehicles to meet the highest efficiency standards available while meeting performance requirements. This measure would include requiring all products purchased to be ‘Energy Star’ rated, when available, and to adopt Federal Energy Management Program ‘recommended’ practices. The Federal Energy Management Program has reduced energy costs in Federal buildings by over 20 percent in FY 2001, as compared to the 1985 baseline.





Experience has shown that energy-efficient purchasing reduces a state’s operating costs for energy. Here we wish to point out that a broader EPP program brings additional environmental benefits that can also reduce overall governmental operating costs.  Although some elements of EPP involve increased cost, these are far outstripped by elements that reduce government operating costs. A study for Massachusetts completed in April 2003 found that on an overall basis their EPP program has saved the Commonwealth many times more than the program costs to implement. A copy of that report is 











attached. It describes how the program (which covers over $90 million per year in purchases) operates and documents its environmental and economic impacts.





The actions of the Fiscal Fitness team and the Department of Administration are critical to the State moving toward EPP. We have developed for your consideration the attached recommendation on this subject. We are available to meet with you on this matter. Thanks so much for your attention. 





Sincerely,


RI Greenhouse Gas Stakeholders





For questions regarding this letter, please contact the RI GHG Facilitator:





Dr. Jonathan Raab


Raab Associates, Ltd.


617.350.5544


raab@raabassociates.org








Cc: 	Beverly Najarian, Director, Department of Administration


Peter Corr, Director, Division of Purchasing






































Stakeholder Members





Associated Builders and Contractors


Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Business Roundtable


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Narragansett Electric


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute of RI


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Petroleum Institute


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Society of Environmental Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island











�This recommendation was included in the original letter to the governor on December 4th, 2003. 
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