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June 2, 2003          DRAFT LETTER





Dear Representative X,





The Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Group urges you to support House Bill 5325: An Act Relating to Public Utilities and Carriers sponsored by Rep. Handy, Ginaitt, Long, Slater and Gallison that would require certain commercial and residential appliances to meet minimum energy efficiency standards, such as Energy Star.





As you may know, for the past year and a half the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process has been identifying ways we can reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Rhode Island.  The process includes representatives from over 25 business organizations, government agencies and public interest groups.  Over 52 options are identified in our Plan, including the option before you to improve appliance efficiency standards that can both significantly reduce emissions of greenhouse gas and air pollutants while also saving money for homes and businesses and the state over the life of the appliances. See Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Plan at the following link (http://righg.raabassociates.org/Articles/GHGPlanBody7-19-02FINAL.pdf)  





If this bill was implemented, Rhode Island could see savings of over $270 million by the year 2020 according to the Northeast Energy Efficiency Partnership.  Passing these standards would also be the equivalent of taking almost 28,000 cars off the road, and would bring Rhode Island closer to meeting the goal set by the New England Governor’s and Eastern Canadian Premiers of reducing carbon emission 10% below 1990 levels by 2020, by removing over 35,000 metric tons of carbon from the air in 2020 alone.





The Stakeholders discussed this Bill at their May 30 meeting, and unanimously agreed to support House Bill 5325 and strongly urge you to support it as well. This bill will both stimulate the economy by saving ratepayers money while helping us slow the pace of global warming.




















Stakeholder Members





Associated Builders and Contractors


Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Business Roundtable


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Governor's Policy Office (ex officio)


Narragansett Electric


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Builder's Association


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI House, Policy Office (ex officio)


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Petroleum Institute


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Senate, Policy Office (ex officio)


RI Society of Environmental Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island


US EPA (ex officio)


US DOE (ex officio)

















