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ATTACHMENT TO MARCH 2004 LETTER TO GOVERNOR CARCIERI

ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PERFORMANCE STANDARDS FOR NEW STATE BUILDINGS AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS

A DRAFT EXECUTIVE ORDER

WHEREAS, The State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations is dedicated to the goals of energy efficiency, environmental protection, and economic development; and

WHEREAS, Rhode Island is dedicated to the environmental health and safety of its employees, and to efficient and productive work environments; and

WHEREAS, Rhode Island is committed to leadership  in promoting efficiency in the use of energy and natural resources in order to protect and enhance our environment, our economy, and the health of our citizens and future generations; and

WHEREAS, the true costs of new facilities to the taxpayers must be evaluated on a life-cycle basis which, in addition to construction and financing costs, includes the energy and other costs of operating the facility over its lifetime, which far exceed the first cost of design and construction; and

WHEREAS, Rhode Island seeks to advance the goals and policies of An Act Relating to Energy Conservation, Chapter 142 §§ 37-8-19, which requires evaluation of life-cycle costs and energy efficiency in the design of State buildings; and

WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines to achieve the objectives just cited may save the taxpayers of the State $39 million in operating costs over the next 15 years in state buildings; and

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (RIDE) contributes state aid to virtually all public school construction and renovation projects in the State; and

WHEREAS, it is State policy that the design of school facilities incorporates maximum operating efficiencies and new technologies to advance the energy efficiency of school facilities and the efficiency of other school building systems; and 
WHEREAS, the adoption of guidelines to achieve the objectives just cited may save $15 million in operating costs for public schools over the next 15 years;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Donald L. Carcieri, Governor of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, do hereby order and direct as follows:

1.  For the purposes of this Order, a “public building” includes (1) any building bought, constructed, or leased for a term of two years or more by the State or any department, office, board, commission, or agency thereof, including State supported institutions of higher learning; and (2) any public school receiving State financial assistance for construction, major expansion, or renovation through RIDE or through other state agencies.
2. The design, construction, operation and maintenance of any new, substantially expanded, or renovated public building shall incorporate and meet the standards developed by the United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (“LEED”). Each building shall qualify for certification at or above the LEED “silver” level. New or expanded buildings shall receive certification using Version 2.1 or the most recent version. Renovated buildings shall receive certification using LEED-EB or the most recent version.

3.  The design, construction, operation and maintenance of any new, substantially expanded, or renovated public building shall also encompass the explicit evaluation of all feasible energy-efficiency measures on the basis of their total life-cycle costs of installation, operation, and maintenance.

4.  The Department of Administration (“DOA”), through the Division of Central Services, shall develop guidelines to implement the provisions of this Order. DOA is authorized to call upon any department, office, board, commission or agency of State government to provide such information, resources or other assistance deemed necessary to discharge its responsibilities under this Order. Each department, office, board, commission, and agency is required to cooperate with the Division of Central Services and to furnish it with assistance to accomplish the purposes of this Order. Assistance may include sharing of information, assignment of staff, and provision of support services.

5.  The RIDE shall require public school administrative districts to demonstrate compliance with this Order and the guidelines to implement it, in order to receive State financial assistance toward construction, major expansion, or renovation of school facilities.

Effective Date

The effective date of this Executive Order is ____, 2004.

                                                                       ____________________________

                                                                                 Governor
RI Greenhouse Gas Stakeholder Process


C/o RIDEM


235 Promenade Street


Providence, RI  02908


























April 7, 2004





Governor Donald L. Carcieri


State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations


Office of the Governor


222 State House


Providence, RI 02903-1196 





RE: Energy and Environmental Performance of New Public Facilities








Dear Governor Carcieri:


The Greenhouse Gas stakeholders have identified more than fifty ways that Rhode Island can support the New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers’ Climate Change Action Plan, to which Rhode Island is a signatory. This plan calls for reducing our region’s Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions to 1990 levels by 2010 and 10% below 1990 levels by 2020, to stabilize emissions that may cause the gradual warming of the earth’s atmosphere and result in rising sea levels.


The stakeholders have carefully studied ways the State could increase the energy-efficiency and environmental performance of new State facilities as well as new public schools. They have concluded that opportunities to include higher levels of efficiency are lost when State buildings are built simply to comply with the State building code. When higher levels of energy and environmental performance are included in new State buildings, the resulting benefits to the users of the facilities and to all taxpayers last for decades. The same considerations apply to construction of new public schools, virtually all of which receive State support.


The stakeholders have reviewed recent research showing the life-cycle cost (LCC) reductions that can be achieved by building to higher energy and environmental performance standards. In addition to construction and financing costs, life cycle costing includes the energy and other costs of operating a facility over its lifetime. 











The stakeholders have reviewed actions by other state governments, including the Maine Governor’s recent executive order adopting guidelines developed by the US Green Buildings Council for all new state facilities there.


The stakeholders also reviewed Rhode Island’s 2001 Act Relating to Energy Conservation, Chapter 142 §§ 37-8-19, which requires evaluation of life-cycle costs and energy efficiency in the design of State buildings. Because implementing guidelines have not been drawn, these important provisions have not yet been applied by the State.


Based on all their research, the stakeholders have drafted for your consideration a model executive order. This order would provide that new State facilities and public schools be designed and built following the United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (“LEED”) standards. Each building would qualify for certification at or above the LEED “silver” level. The order would also implement the LCC requirement of Chapter 142 §§ 37-8-19. The draft order is attached to this letter.


We believe the draft executive order is highly complementary to the recommendations that have been prepared as part of the Fiscal Fitness process and with the efforts of the Department of Administration to monitor energy usage and to evaluate and implement energy efficiency projects in existing State facilities, from the State House on down. The Greenhouse Gas process’s consultant, Tellus Institute, has estimated that implementing the attached executive order may save the taxpayers of the State $39 million in operating costs over the next fifteen years in State facilities, and another $15 million in operating costs for new public schools.


We thank you for your attention to this important matter.


Sincerely,


RI Greenhouse Gas Stakeholders








Please contact the RI GHG Process Facilitator with questions or requests for further information:


Dr. Jonathan Raab


Raab Associates, Ltd.


617-350-5544


raab@raabassociates.org





cc:


Frederick J. Vincent, Acting Director, Department of Environmental Management


Robert Brunelle, Associate Director, Division of Capital Projects & Property Management


Bill Ferguson, Associate Director, Division of Facilities Management









































Stakeholder Members





Associated Builders and Contractors


Audubon Society of Rhode Island


Brown University


Business Roundtable


Conservation Law Foundation


Department of Administration


Narragansett Electric


Nat. Fed’n of Independent Businesses


New England Gas Company


Northern RI Chamber of Commerce


Oil Heat Institute of RI


Providence Chamber of Commerce


RI Dept. of Environmental Management


RI Dept. of Transportation


RI Economic Development Corporation


RI League of Cities and Towns


RI Petroleum Institute


RI Public Interest Research Group


RI Public Transit Authority


RI Public Utilities and Carriers


RI Society of Environmental Professionals


RI State Energy Office


RI Statewide Planning


Save The Bay


Sierra Club


Sustainability Coalition


The Energy Council of Rhode Island
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