DRAFT LETTER FOR RI GHG CONSIDERATION AT 2/15/07 MTG.

Governor Donald Carcieri
State House 

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

RE: RI GHG Stakeholders urge more buses and pro-Transit appointments to RIPTA Board of Directors

Thursday, February 15, 2007
Dear Governor Carcieri,

It has come to the attention of the Rhode Island Greenhouse Gas Stakeholders Group that there has been a significant increase in RIPTA’s ridership. Given the importance of public transit to curb greenhouse gases by reducing vehicle miles traveled in Rhode Island, the GHG Stakeholders Group is excited about this news.

However, it has also come to our attention that this increase in ridership has resulted in overcrowding on several bus routes. Many times, the buses are so overcrowded that would-be riders are left behind at the bus stop. In fact, on November 30, the day that the GHG Stakeholders met,  a letter was printed in the Providence Journal by individual from Portsmouth wrote about his own personal experience with this problem. 

It is alarming that this increase in demand has not been met with increase in service and funding. Rhode Island is missing a golden opportunity to use the momentum of ridership increase to encourage more public transit use. 
Even more alarming is the fact that for several months last year RIPTA’s Board of Directors was not able to meet about this problem. Since there are currently only four of the eight seats filled, the inability of a single Board member to attend has resulted in the lack of a quorum.

We realize that you are quite aware of this problem and look forward to your appointments to the Board during the coming legislative session. We urge you to appoint individuals who are enthusiastic about improving and expanding public transit in order to put RIPTA among the ranks of the best public transit systems in the nation.

Rhode Island’s transportation sector is responsible for 45% of the state’s greenhouse gas emissions. It is of utmost importance to find creative funding mechanisms and creative leaders to make sure that RIPTA has the capacity to help reduce those emissions with an efficient and effective bus system. ADD SENTENCE ON SMART GROWTH AND CONGESTION MITIGATION AS REFLECTED IN STATE PLANS.  GENERAL ECONOMIC 
